
Trinity Trumpet Good News!

Tres’ Take

Do-Over Please?
Can we have a “do-over?” Can we hit the Reset 

Button? Can we have another shot? Can we pretend 
like 2020 never happened and just have a redo?! Sigh. 
Of course not. That’s what I was thinking as I started 
to write this cover article for the January Trumpet. I 
wanted to write something positive and inspiring to 
help get us out of these winter doldrums—hard to do 
after ten months of lockdowns, life upheavals, curbed 
celebrations, and isolation. So I went to last year’s 
January Trumpet article for inspiration. What I found 
was a bit ironic, yet full of truth. Here’s what I wrote:

A 2020 Prayer
As I write this article, it’s six days before Christmas. 

I’m nine days beyond the Trumpet deadline, and I still 
have no idea what to write for the front cover article 
of the new year issue! Should I write about hopes and 
dreams for the New Year? Should I write encouraging 
words for those who are going to try to keep a New 
Year’s resolution? Should I make the already over-
played pun about having a clearer vision in 2020? 
Should I write about new starts in the new year? I just 
don’t know. 

If I’m totally honest, I’m struggling to write something 
because I have no idea what 2020 holds. I don’t have 
a crystal ball or the gift of prophecy. I’m sure there will 
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7 days without God 
makes one weak.

be some great highs as well as our fair share of lows. The truth 
is no one knows what 2020 holds for us. None of us knows 
what joys and challenges we will face this year. Indeed the only 
certainty we have in life is that we are loved by God in Jesus 
Christ, and that through Him, we have been given eternal life 
with God. And frankly, that’s enough.  

My prayer for this New Year, this year of our Lord 2020, is 
that you live into the hope and joy that comes in being loved 
unconditionally by God. I pray that others in your circle of friends 
and loved ones find your hope and joy infectious and are led 
by the Holy Spirit to realize the grace in Jesus. I pray that our 
collective response to God’s grace makes the world a little better 
this year. And finally, I pray that no matter what life throws our 
way—the good and even the bad—that we are overwhelmed 
with love, peace, and joy found in claiming Jesus Christ as our 
Lord and Savior. Happy New Year Family!

If you’re looking for a do-over or the reset button, simply 
reread the article and replace 2020 with 2021! Despite the 
trials of 2020, we all find ourselves in the exact same place 
that we were this time last year: uncertain of what this new 
year holds, but loved unconditionally by God in Jesus Christ. 
Some things, maybe everything has changed in our lives, but 
that one undeniable truth that God loves us has not and will 
never change! So here’s to 2021. Keep praying. Keep the joy 
of Christ in the forefront of your mind. Keep the love of God in 
your heart. Keep counting all of God’s blessings. Remember, 
God’s got this! Happy New Year Family!

November Year to Date

GENERAL FUND
Receipts 198,955$ 328,172$
Expenses 72,963 221,182

Receipts over Expenses 125,992$ 106,990$

Again, thank you all for your faithful giving. This month was 

forgiveness for the Paycheck Protection Plan loan we received

are grateful! GOD IS GOOD!

ACTUAL

November 2020 Finance Summary
Fiscal Year = September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021

FABULOUS! Praise be to God for all of you good stewards!
In addition to some large contributions, we received 

in April, 2020 from the Small Business Administration. We
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NEW Formation 2021
Submitted by Parish Pastor Rev. Les Malakian

More
from Les

Sharing Our Concerns
Deaths: Jean Keasling died on November 

29, 2020. Hazen Brummel died on December 
11, 2020.

A new Adult Education class begins on 
Sunday, January 3rd. from 9:00-9:45 AM 
and will meet in Telle Center with COVID 
distancing honored.  The class will be taught 
by experienced teachers Walt Cooley and 
Tony Ott. The class focus is “The Sermon on 
The Mount.” 

This is excellent material and very timely 
so join us and be blessed!

We are planning to offer another Bethel 
Series class in the Spring so please let Pastor 
Les or Dennis Bray know in advance if you 
are interested.

Pastor Les Malakian
Matthew 6:33

Melissa’s
Music Notes

New Beginnings
Submitted by Melissa Fletcher, Director of Music Ministry

Last week I went on a quiet early morning 
hike.  I reflected on this past year and its 
challenges. I was still amazed at all the 
blessings God has given me.  How incredible 
to be outside surrounded by God’s beauty and 
God’s creatures. I saw deer bounding across 

the trail, including a herd of nine.  I personally 
believe that deer are good luck whenever 
they come into view.  I saw wild turkeys, six 
traveling all together. I saw rabbits darting in 
and out of a dense thicket. I saw flocks of birds 
flying out of the tall grasses as I approached.  
I felt the sun rising over the mountain top and 
warming my skin. I realized that this is true 
beauty and I am so connected to God in this 
natural place. If we could all find some of this 
peace in our lives our world would be different. 

—“Give Thanks to the Lord for He is good, 
for His steadfast love endures forever.” (Psalm 
136)

Let us look to this new year with hope 
and gratitude. We don’t know what the future 
holds, only God knows. Let us put our trust 
in Him that we will have new beginnings 
this year in 2021. Every time a door closes 
another one opens, and we can walk through 
that door and trust in God’s plan.  Our God is 
good and we are His chosen people.  He has 
good plans for us!

—“ ’For I know the plans I have for you’ 
says the Lord ‘plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.’ ”  (Jeremiah 29:11)

Wishing you a positive start to this new 
year and the opportunity to grow in your 
faith and deepen your relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Find that peace in your life.

—“And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  
(Colossians 3:17)

Lord of my heart, thank you that you 
use brokenness to create beauty
and that my defects are tools

to serve your purpose.
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Words
from Wade
Director of Young Adult Ministry

Date: November 
2020
What: “You-Shi!”
Participants: 
Young Adults

T h i s  w a s  a 
successful event. 
The idea was to 
teach people how 
to make sushi rolls. 
Here’s the twist, each participant had to bring 
their own meat. Some brought steak, bacon, 
pepperoni, chicken, extra veggies. No one was 
brave enough to bring actual fish.

Date: December 
2020
What: “Latke/
Hanukkah”
Participants: Young 
Adult

Another unique 
night. We invited the 
Redner’s via zoom to 

share about “Latke”, a potato pancake, and 
Hanukkah. The pictures to the left are a few 
take aways. One highlight, was a thought 
the Holy Spirit spoke thru Rick Redner. 
He mentioned 
i f  a  candle ’s 
light is not able 
to illuminate a 
room because of 
a wall, it doesn’t 
mean the light 
doesn’t exist on 

the other side. Rather the other side of the 
wall has lost access to the light because of 
the barrier the wall creates. Many times the 
traumas of life can block the truth of Light of 
Christ.

What: “Trinity 
Talks!”
Participants: Young 
Adults & Church

This idea came 
from a Young Adult. 

We were to start a conversation about life and 
interview different covenant partners in the 
church. All topics will surround faith and the 
individuals. So far one interview was done as 
a pilot. Hoping to put this on the website by 
the first of January.

DISCIPLESHIP
In the last issue of our trumpet, I mentioned 

offering “Discipleship” on Sunday evenings. 
God has richly blessed Trinity United with 
knowledgable caring individuals who want to 
see the church move forward and grow. Having 
said that, we’ve put together a sub-committee 
of Formation to help lead and guide our efforts 
to stay in line with the mission and vision of the 
church. To give the committee and the church 
time to hear from God, we’re going to move 
back the starting date. If you are interested 
in being a part, please call the church office 
for Wade Patton. Stay tuned, “Discipleship” 
on Sunday evenings will be announced soon. 

Our newly weds 
are continuing to 
grow with each 
other and God. 
Please keep them 
in your prayers. 

I’m sure many of you remember what it was 
like to bring lives together, making decisions 
for two or more and working during strenuous 
times. We thank God for this ministry which 
began during the pandemic of 2020. God has 
great things planned for all who venture in this 
direction.
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Dates with 
Destiny
Director of Youth Ministry

A New Year!
As we start a new year, I begin to wonder 

what God has in store for not only the youth 
ministry, but for our church as a whole. At the 
end of 2019, I remember being in my office 
for hours praying and full of excitement of 
what I knew God was going to do in 2020. 
It started off strong but soon I felt weak and 
discouraged. I did not see what God was doing, 
nor could I see the wonderful plan He still had 
to hold it all together, to hold me together. As I 
write this- I am in awe reflecting on what God 
did use 2020 for: deeper conversations with 
others, intentionality with time, innovation in 
ministry, cherishing of hugs and handshakes 
and smiles, a newfound gratefulness to 
worship corporately with others, thinking 
outside of the box, and mostly for leaning on 
Jesus like never before. I remember being 
told years ago that how you leave one place 
will determine how you begin another. So, 
as I start this new year, as WE start this new 
year- let us stop for a moment and thank God 
for 2020. For all the ups and downs, for all of 
His countless faithfulness even though we did 
not understand all the pieces and may still not 
understand hardly any of those pieces- God 
is still God, He still reigns, and He is worthy 
to be praised.

Now, we can begin talking about 2021:
Fearless + AUTHENTIC  (Part 2)
Spring 2021
Trinity Student Ministries will be holding a 

second Fearless + Authentic girl’s event this 
spring!! This event will be geared not only for 

our junior high and high school students, but 
a guest of theirs as well. We will welcome their 
mother, aunt, grandmother- whichever woman 
in their life they can look up to. Please join me 
in prayer as details come together and God 
moves in the lives and hearts of the students 
as well as the volunteers who are called to be 
a part of this. 

“Paul in Rome” Series
January 13th – February 3rd 

 There will a four-week series studying and 
diving into the life and ministry of Paul and 
how his journey applies to students and this 
culture today. Media, politics, and culture 
have tried to disconnect this generation 
from reality and truth. The goal of this series 
is to allow God to speak truth into our hearts 
and minds. We desire for the youth to know 
truth of their identity, direction for their 
lives, and issues that are faced today, and 
to see what Scripture says. Pray for me and 
the TSM leaders as we dive into Scripture 
and each week of lessons, believing that 
God will really grow our students’ faith and 
empower them to dive into Scripture deeper 
during this time and in the future.
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Cassi’s Corner
Submitted by Cassi Torrez
Trinity Preschool Director

“Bear one another’s burdens and 
so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

—Galatians 6:2

FOR INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT:

Liz Benson: 522-2390

A New Song
by Maurice Dyson

freechristianillustrations.com

The LORD is my strength and song,
and He is become my salvation.

Exodus 15:2a

We all knew the tune
When assembled at noon

In the days of our child education.
The musical notes

Would be stuck in our throats
If we had not the right inclination.

A song may convey
Any mood of the day

With a touch of composure or feeling.
The lyrics and rhyme

Are the subjects of time
If it’s only with time they are dealing.

There’s sweet melody
With a true harmony

When our hearts are in tune with the Spirit.
We’ll fully relate

To that blissful estate
When we reach the reward we inherit.

An anthem of praise
To the Endless of Days

Is the song that the angels are singing.
We look to the sky

For our Saviour on high,
And the place where His glory is ringing.

Hi there family and friends,
Psalm 96

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the 
Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise 
His Name; proclaim His salvation day after 
day. Declare His glory among the nations, His 
marvelous deeds among all peoples.

Happy New Year and cheers to new 
beginnings! What a year we have had! 
Amongst all the trials and tribulations that 
2020 brought us we still have much to be 
grateful for and hope for the future. 

The preschool has been surviving and 
thriving! The children in all classes have felt 
very little impact of what 2020 brought us. 
They are still surrounded by so much faith, 
love and joy that their little hearts and minds 
remain full. Our school age classroom has 
adapted so well to the guidelines set forth by 
licensing and the public health department. 

In the New Year the Preschool will look 
forward to continuing their education, both 
spirituality and academically. 

As always please continue to have the 
Preschool in your thoughts and prayers. 

Many blessings,
Cassi Torrez 
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Trinity United Family Prayer Calendar
JANUARY 2021

1.	 Advancing	Vibrant	Communities
	 Michael	Douglass
2.	 Bethany	Christian	Services
	 Sandra	Hiatt
3.	 Bethel	Ministries	International
	 Ben	and	Emily	Mooney
4.	 Child	Evangelism	Fellowship
	 Sandy	Jostad
5.	 City	Ministry	Network
	 Marvin	Jacobo
6.	 CRU	Zimbabwe
	 Kelly	and	Vicki	Londoni

7.	 Guatemala	Trinity	United	Mission	Team
	 Mary	Couchman	and	Michelle	Siemens
8.	 IDEAS,	Bangladesh
	 Dr.	Jay	Litchfield
9.	 Intervarsity	Christian	Fellowship
	 Lauren	McDermott
10.	 LOVE	Modesto
	 Jeff	Pishney
11.	 Modesto	Gospel	Mission
	 Jason	Conway
12.	 Modesto	Pregnancy	Center
	 Erin	Koolhaas

13.	 MOPS	and	MOMSnext
	 Jenny	Currie
14.	 Operation	Christmas	Child
15.	 Presbyterian	Disaster	Assistance
	 Liz	Benson
16.	 Rock	of	Ages
	 Sidney	Stone
17.	 Samaritan’s	Purse
18.	 Servant	Partners
	 Liz	Heim	Fung
19.	 Shalem	School
	 Pastor	Helcias	Reyes

20.	 Teen	Missions
	 Bob	and	Paula	Yost
21.	 Trinity	Preschool
22.	 United	World	Missions
	 Todd	and	Sarah	Hunnicut
23.	 Valley	Recovery	Resources
	 Steve	Berkowitz
24.	 Vine	House
	 Cheryl	Van	Horn
25.	 Witnessing	Ministries	of	Christ,		 	
	 India—Elizabeth	Prasad
26.	 Youth	for	Christ
	 Ken	Sylvia

Chick	and	Lynda	
Venturini

Connie	Vierra

Dick	and	Judy	
Wakeman

Laverne	Walton
Sandy	Ward
Jim	and	Kristy	
Waterman

Alan	and
Patricia	Reynolds

Amy	and
Jonathan
Roberts

Clay	and	Cindy	
Smith

Sookie	Smith

Peggy	Schaffran

Andy	and	Marilyn	
Schindler

Jim	and	Julia	
Stone

Carol	Storer

Dolores	Roberts

Janet	Roberts

Nancy	Speltz

Rose	Steele

Tom	and	Liz	
Seaver

Marlin	and	
Marilyn	Sena

Phyl	Stover

Mike	and	Loretta
Sutherland

Jean	Reeves

Charlotte	Reid

Lucille	Sigala

Linda	Silveira

June	Sargis

John	and	Tawn	
Schaffran

Joe	Stephenson

Andrew	Stone

Mike	and	Paula
Sherman

Mike	and	Shell	
Siemens

Kadyn	Sutherlin

Julia	Swager

24 25 26 27 28 29 30/31

Diane	and
Frank	Quaresma

John	Quaresma

Dave	Pollard

Becky	Pombo

Fern	Pope

Dave	and	Peggy
Prevette

Rick	and	Brenda	
Redner

Diane	and
Mervin	Reed

Sue	Pehl

Jim	and	Patricia	
Phillips

Gisele	Pritchard

Silvana	Purdom

Tom	and	Patti
Reed

Pearlene	Reese

Debbie	and	Clark
Pearson

Donna	Pedersen

Tony	and	Chris
Ott

Brad	Payne

Burt	and	Polly
Vasché

Geneva	Vasquez

Tim	and	Judy
Tweedie

Jerry	and	Alma
van	Aalsburg

Kathi	and	Russell	
Thomas

Cindy	and	David	
Tinajero

Matt	and	Cassi	
Torrez

Dwight	and	Lisa
Traughber

Abel	and	Terrie	
Tagre

Bev	Thomas

Pray for one of our supported Mission Families each day of the month.
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LEADERSHIP
DEACON Meeting: January 5
SESSION Retreat and Meeting: January 9, 8:30 AM
STAFF/PROGRAM: Tuesdays, 11:00 AM

STUDY
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: BLAST—Beginning on January 13, 
Wednesdays, 1:30-5:00 PM
7TH-12TH GRADE BIBLE STUDY/SMALL GROUPS: ZOOM
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY: ZOOM
WOMEN’S PRAYER GROUP: Texting

PRAISE
PRAYER MEETING: M-F, 12:00 NOON—ZOOM
COMMUNION: Sunday, January 10
WORSHIP FORMATION: Sundays, 9:00 AM
WORSHIP/LIVE Streamed—SANCTUARY: Sundays, 10:00 AM
WORSHIP ONLINE: Sundays, 10:00 AM

FELLOWSHIP
During COVID-19 fellowship has been happening via zoom, 
parking lot distancing gatherings and drive-bys. Stay connected to 
Trinity United family via a phone call, text, messenger, instagram, 
FaceBook or a card.

Electronic Version Online at www.tupc.org
See on-line “Calendar”  for changes, or check with Commission 
Elders or Committee Leaders: “Leadership Footprint.”
Worship Services are LIVE Streamed through
Boxcast Mobile App ID = tupc

LEADERSHIP
COMMISSIONS: ALL meet as scheduled.
FORMATION/EDUCATION:
 Adult Education
 Children’s Ministries
 Preschool
 Student Ministries
 Worship
MISSION:
 Assimilation/Evangelism
 Fellowship
 Missions
 Prayer
 Senior Ministries
WORSHIP

WORSHIP WITH US!

 10:00 AM Online

 10:00 AM LIVE Streamed   

          from the Sanctuary

Follow us on FaceBook
TUPC Mobile APP and Instagram


